[Nociception and mental functions after combined neuroleptanalgesia].
In a group of 25 patients divided at random into subgroups anaesthetized by neuroleptoanalgesia or ataralgesia resp. on account of arthroscopy, the authors assessed the state of mental functions--perception, memory before, and after operation, emotional make-up, affectivity, cognitive functions and some personality parameters. By means of an algometer and the cuff of a manometer they assessed the threshold of pressure and ischemic pressure pain. They found that in no instance intraoperative experience appeared, the threshold of nociceptive pressure perception was considerably reduced after operation in both groups. The threshold of ischemic pressure pain was significantly reduced only in the group with Hb greater than 150 and Le greater than 8.0, anaesthetized by neuroleptanalgesia. A significant increase of the depressivity (5%) was recorded in the group with combined neuroleptoanalgesia. Dysphoria and emotional indifference increased (5%) in the group with neuroleptanalgesia. Within 2-4 hours after termination of anaesthesia significant consolidation of long-term memory occurred, whereby short-term memory did not display any changes in either group i.e. regardless of the type of anaesthesia. Attention was significantly improved after both types of anaesthesia, but more markedly after neuroleptanalgesia. In the group with combined neuroleptanalgesia sensory and neurasthenic complaints improved (5%). The degree of experienced fear and anxiety in conjunction with the operation as well other psychic parameters before operation were equal in both groups and the groups were thus equivalent. In relation to the plasma cortisol level (degree of preoperative stress) there was a close correlation between the emotional lability on the one hand and maladaptation on the other. The degree of preoperative stress created a close correlation between fear and maladaptation on the one hand and frightening experience on the other.